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Press release 

Exchanges and cooperation activities in the field of 
education touch the entire world 

Against the backdrop of the health crisis and closed borders, international 
cooperation and mobility projects continue to be a resounding success. The pilot 
programme managed by Movetia demonstrates that exchanges in the field of 
education now stretch to the four corners of the globe and place a heavy emphasis 
on innovation and creativity. The next step will take place in spring 2021. 

Solothurn, 8 October 2020 

95 projects submitted in 2020 in almost 30 countries on every continent 

Some 95 projects drawn from different levels or sectors of education were submitted to Movetia in 2020. 
That is thirty more than in 2019. This impressive success confirms the interest shown in this new 
programme, launched in 2018, and in international cooperation beyond the borders of Europe. The budget 
available meant that only 22 of these projects could be accepted. Of these, 13 relate to universities, 4 to 
vocational training institutions, 2 to the general education sector, 2 to adult training organisations and 1 to 
the youth sector. 

Internationalisation fostering scientific and educational innovation 

Encouraging mobility and cooperation, both within Europe and beyond its borders, for educational purposes 
is a fundamental element of the Confederation’s education policy. The mandate assigned to Movetia by the 
State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) with a view to implementing this pilot 
programme aims to expand the geographic horizon beyond Europe and to test new mobility ideas or 
cooperation models. The projects must demonstrate value added for the institutions themselves as well as 
for the Swiss education system. 

Physical and virtual mobility, sustainability, green mobility, transfer of innovations and intercultural 
approaches: the range of collaborations is both wide and innovative 

The projects submitted in 2020 are once again innovative and provide the Swiss education system with real 
value added. The focal points developed within the projects accepted include key elements of the current 
socio-economic and educational context. We sense a distinct need to explore other forms of mobility or 
cooperation and even to invent new forms of exchange which are also more environmentally friendly.  

In the three years of the pilot programme (2018-2020), Movetia has been able to support 57 international 
projects out of more than 260 applications 

Launched in 2018, the pilot programme has generated more than 260 applications, of which 57 have been 
able to be supported within the available budget. The projects selected have strengthened the cooperation 
and partnerships of Swiss educational institutions in almost 66 countries around the world. Thirty projects 
related to universities, 11 to vocational training institutions, 9 to the school education sector, 4 to the youth 
sector and 3 to the adult education sector. 
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Next call for projects in spring 2021 

This call for projects was the last one within the framework of the pilot programme. In view of the success of 
the approach and the political willingness to widen the scope of cooperation and mobility outside Europe, a 
new process, largely inspired by the current framework and also involving a call for projects, will be 
launched in spring 2021. 
 

For more information:  

www.movetia.ch/en/programmes/international-pilot-programme 

Contact persons 

‒ Olivier Tschopp, Director: olivier.tschopp@movetia.ch, 079 463 84 32 
‒ Kathrin Müller, Head of Communication : kathrin.mueller@movetia.ch, 032 462 00 53  
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